
County of Santa Cruz 
 

HEALTH SERVICES AGENCY 
Environmental Health Division 

Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission 
(831) 454-2022   http://www.scceh.org 

 

AGENDA 
 December 4, 2025, 6:30 PM  

 

Agenda 
Item # 

Start 
Time 

End 
Time 

Description 

1 
2 
3 
 

4 

6:30 6:40 Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Approval of Consent Items: 

1. November Meeting Minutes 
Public Comment for Items Not on The Agenda 

5 6:40 7:20 Select Grant Proposals for Funding Recommendation 
6 7:20 8:00 Continue Discussion of Strategic Plan Focus Area: Environment, 

Climate & Sustainability 
7 8:00 8:15 Update on Changes to CEQA in 2025 
8 8:15 8:30 Staff Reports 

Commissioner Reports and Announcements 
9  8:30 Adjourn 

 
Public Comment 
• None received 

 

Items of Interest:  
• UCSC and NOAA work to secure future for California’s most iconic fish - Lookout Santa Cruz 
• Santa Cruz water management seek to support fish in the San Lorenzo - Lookout Santa Cruz 
• Trump Moves to Weaken the Endangered Species Act - The New York Times 
• Waters of the United States/Clean Water Act: Proposed EPA Rule - JDSupra 
• Beaver dams mitigate whiplash weather in Salinas River - Wiley Online Library 
 
The County of Santa Cruz does not discriminate on the basis of disability, and no person shall, by reason of a disability, 
be denied the benefits of its services, programs, or activities. This online meeting is available to anyone with a telephone.  
If you are a person with a disability and require special assistance in order to participate in the meeting, please contact 
Sean Abbey at (831) 454-2386 or TDD number (454-2123) at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting in order to make 
arrangements. Persons with disabilities may request a copy of the agenda in an alternative format. As a courtesy to those 
affected, please attend the meeting smoke and scent free.   

http://www.scceh.org/
https://www.santacruzcountyca.gov/VisionSantaCruz/StrategicPlanandEquityFramework/StrategicPlan2032.aspx
https://lookout.co/a-lifeline-for-salmon-ucsc-and-noaa-join-forces-to-secure-a-future-for-californias-most-iconic-fish/story
https://lookout.co/changing-tides-in-santa-cruz-water-management-seek-to-support-fish-populations-in-the-san-lorenzo/story
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/19/climate/trump-endangered-species-act.html?unlocked_article_code=1.2k8.stNr.i1bw08JrUO9_&smid=url-share
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/waters-of-the-united-states-clean-water-4449576/
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jwmg.70081


 

Commissioner and Public Participation Information 
 
Commissioners meet in person at the Solarium Conference Room, 1060 Emeline Avenue.  
Members of the public can join in person but are encouraged to join virtually using the link 
below.   PLEASE NOTE:  The meeting room is on the second floor, above the Water Quality 
Lab entrance.  The door must remain locked after hours, but staff will be able to provide 
access to all attendees as they arrive. 
 

Microsoft Teams Need help?  
Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 269 765 383 009 18  
Passcode: Rf3zU235  

 
Click the “Click here to join the meeting” link above.  If you are asked to join Teams with 
an application, click on “No thanks” and open in the browser.  You should not need to 
download the application to join the meeting.    

Please join the meeting a few minutes BEFORE 6:30 pm so that we can start at 6:30 pm.   
Staff will open the video conference at 6:25 pm.  Cameras are optional for members of 
the public. 

If you have questions, please contact Sean Abbey at 
sean.abbey@santacruzcountyca.gov. 
 
Meeting Roles and Rules: 
Jenni Gomez, Chair, will lead the meeting.  Chair Gomez will announce each agenda item, 
identify who will be leading an item and introduce discussion and public comment 
periods.   

Sean Abbey, staff, will assist with roll call, note taking, and tracking who wants to speak.   
Please allow time for staff to make notes about any decisions.   Sean will monitor email 
during the meeting.   

There will be a public comment period for each item and the Chair will invite the public to 
participate at the appropriate time.    

https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTYyOGM3MWEtZWEwNi00YmFkLTk0M2QtM2I5MjYzZGViM2U0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2252044d34-04cb-41a4-a0cd-54ae6eeffb9f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22cce8b18f-bd81-4d83-8861-742aa097421c%22%7d
mailto:sean.abbey@santacruzcountyca.gov
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Meeting Minutes 
November 6, 2025 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER – 6:31 pm 
2.  ROLL CALL   
  

Distric
t 

Commissioner Status Commissioner Status 

I Chris Berry P Kevin Butler P 
II Brian Woodward P David Somerton P 
III Liz Alter P Jon Jankovitz P 
IV Brooke Sampson R Daniela Suarez P 
V Jenni Gomez P Joanne Brown P 

P = Present R = Remote  E = Excused A = Absent  
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

o Motion to Approve Minutes: Somerton, Second: Butler,  
o Ayes: Butler, Woodward, Somerton, Alter, Sampson, Suarez, Gomez, Brown 
o Abstain: Berry, Jankovitz 
 Minutes Approved 

 
4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS: NONE 
 

5.  PRESENTATION BY PUBLIC GRANT PROGRAM APPLICANTS:  Commissioners heard 
presentations from the grant applicants and had an opportunity to ask questions.  
Grant proposals will be ranked and recommended for funding at the December 
meeting. 

 

6.  PRESENTATION ON THE COUNTY STRATEGIC PLAN: Sven Stafford at the CEO office 
sought input from the Commissioners regarding the County Strategic Plan 2032 (SP).  
The SP has 6 Focus Areas, with one being most applicable to the FWAC being 
“Environment, Climate, and Sustainability”.  That Focus Area is intended to align with 
key documents like Climate Action & Adaptation Plan (CAAP) and Hazard Mitigation 
Plan, and the Measure Q Vision Plan.   

http://www.scceh.org/
https://www.santacruzcountyca.gov/VisionSantaCruz/StrategicPlanandEquityFramework/StrategicPlan2032.aspx


 

 
The Commissioners were asked for feedback on wording for the mission statement 
and on possible standards for determining success.  Commissioners comments 
were as follows: 

o There was inadequate time to discuss this topic and asked for future 
opportunities for discussion 

o The proposed mission statement did not include any mention of habitat 
protection or environmental benefits beyond those for humans. 

o The proposed standard of Air Quality was not ideal because of minimal local 
control. Commissioners felt that Water Quality was a better standard due to 
local sources of impact and historical data for comparison.   
 

o Public Comment:  
 Jean Brocklebank hopes that the commissioner’s comments will be 

incorporated. 

7.  APPROVAL OF ZONE 0 LETTER TO BOARD: Commissioners discussed the Zone 0 letter 
and whether the subject could be addressed by the Supervisors.  Some felt that the 
primary issue was insurance companies dropping coverage, which may still happen 
even if there are local allowances for Zone 0 plants.  The counter was that local 
allowances would prevent Cal-Fire from citing county residents.  Another concern 
was whether the Supervisors would be receptive to a letter, given the limited success 
of recent efforts.   The counter was that this item could be viewed as warning the 
Supervisors of changes that might negatively impact their constituents.  Com 
Woodward recommended that reference to “cost burden shifting” be removed as 
they are outside the scope of the knowledge for this Commission. 

o Public Comment:  
 Jean Brocklebank supports the letter and is concerned about the 

possibility of additional habitat being removed.    

 Motion to Approve Zone 0 Letter, with Woodward edit: Berry, Second: Alter,  
o Ayes: Berry, Butler, Woodward, Somerton, Alter, Sampson, Suarez, Gomez, 

Brown 
o Nays: Jankovitz 
 Zone 0 Letter Approved and will be sent to Supervisors 

 
8.  DISCUSSION OF WESTERN POND TURTLE ENDANGERED SPECIES LISTING:  

Commissioner Berry provided an update about the listing of Western Pond Turtles as 
an Endangered Species which had been proposed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  
However, the current administration has largely stopped this process so the 

https://www.fws.gov/press-release/2023-09/us-fish-and-wildlife-service-proposes-federal-protections-both-species


 

California Dept of Fish and Wildlife is considering a state listing.  The Western Pond 
Turtle is the states only freshwater turtle and is found locally.  The commissioners 
discussed possible actions that could be taken to support this effort.  One option 
included soliciting a presentation from staff at CDFW and offering support. 
 

9.  STAFF AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
o Staff Reports: 
 Significant Tree Ordinance (STO) Update: Planning Dept Staff responded 

to Supervisor De Serpa forwarding the letter on the STO with the following 
concerns: 
(1) Adding new permit requirements would; 

(a) Be counter to current housing and economic policy and the 
Board’s directive to Streamline Santa Cruz County.  The proposal 
would likely slow many future development projects. 

(b) Make tree management more difficult and costly, which could 
adversely impact residents ability to implement wildfire 
protections, including defensible space 

(2)  Enforcement would be very challenging due to 
(a) Daily chainsaw activity in the Santa Cruz Mountains 
(b) Code enforcement staff is already fully loaded and is focusing on 

issues facing health and safety  
(3)Current regulations already protect sensitive habitat and timber 

resources. 
 Remote Attendance Update: A recent law was passed that should allow 

remote attendance of meetings for any reason, likely starting in 2026.  
o Commissioner Reports: 
 Brown: During a Lompico Pond restoration event, Bethany Schultze shared 

her research on bats at Loch Lomond Reservoir.  There are many species 
of bats occurring locally, which can benefit from actions like leaving tree 
snags in place as roosts and reducing the use of pesticides. 

 Brown: SLVWD will be hosting a volunteer event to remove invasive French 
Broom at Olympia Watershed on Saturday, November 15 from 9 am to 12 
pm.  Registration for the event can happen here. 

 Somerton: Observed Double Crested Cormorants near Schwann Lagoon, 
which are preferentially roosting in the eucalyptus trees nearby.   

 
10.  ADJOURN.  Motion to Adjourn: Berry, Second: Woodward  

 All Aye: meeting adjourned at 8:38 pm. 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=PGVLAvZUr0yUJdLMGRbYl80UBYPGTlRGpYDTebl1mk5UNk8wOTVaREpSSkVPRERCSUwxUlpZN1ZDUCQlQCN0PWcu
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FWAC_Grant_Proposal_06/2022

GRANT INFORMATION: PROPOSAL
This information will be included in public documents 

Project Name: Date:

Applicant name 
or Organization:

Project Description: 

Funding Requested

ITEMIZED BUDGET ITEMS Requested 
Funds 

Matching
Funds

Total 
Amount

TOTAL AMOUNTS

Each item description should be sufficient to clearly define the full item.  In addition to funds 
being requested, note any matching funds committed to the proposed project. 
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FWAC_Grant_Proposal_06/2022 

For each section, provide a brief written response.

Background of the issue being addressed 

Project Goals 

Project Logistics: how will the project be completed? 

Project Completion Timeline

Applicants Background. 
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Fish and Wildlife Grant Supplemental Information 

 Salamander Protocols Example (2 of 10 Pages) 
 Example Student Data Sheet 
 Coverboard Data Example  
 Photos  

 

Revised Protocol for Student Conducted Salamander Monitoring in the Coastal 
Redwood Ecosystem 

 

Introduction 

The purpose of this protocol is to provide a standardized and rigorous methodology for 
student monitoring of salamander populations in redwood habitat.  The target audience for 
this protocol is adult teachers and program coordinators, who are expected to develop 
site- and group-specific instructions for student workers, as well as a reference for 
scientists analyzing or otherwise using data collected in the course of this program. 

This protocol is itself subject to adaptive revision; however, all subsequent versions should 
be uniquely and chronologically labeled and curated, and stability should be the 
overarching objective, given that the goal of the project is to allow comparison across time 
periods up to twenty years or beyond.  Whichever version may be in use, the protocol MUST 
be strictly adhered to.  Any accidental deviations must be logged and this information must 
be permanently attached to the data either wholesale or via citation within the container 
(i.e. a note in the Excel spreadsheet). 

The protocol has two modules:  Basic Survey, and Survey for Fungal Pathogens. 

 

 .Basic Survey 

 

 . Overarching Methods and Assumptions  

Salamanders will be surveyed through the use of coverboards, a well-tested survey 
method that has been demonstrated to be competent in coastal California forests to 
provide data on occupancy of two species of woodland (=lungless) salamanders of the 
family Plethodontidae:  Batrachoseps attenuatus, and Ensatina escholtzii 1-3.  Both species 
are known to be good indicators of forest condition 4. 



 

The fundamental unit of analysis will be the coverboard.  Coverboards will be grouped 
into arrays of 15 boards, and arrays will be grouped into sites of 4 arrays.  Arrays will be the 
unit of comparison among sites. 

The dependent variable will be number of individuals nested within species within 
coverboard.  

It is assumed, and has been confirmed by prior testing, that observer error is generally flat 
among boards and among workers.  Therefore this protocol provides latitude for 
assignment of student workers in the following ways: 
 

1. At minimum, one student may survey all boards in all arrays.  More students may be 
assigned as they are available, in the interest of instructing a larger student base 
and promoting speed of survey.  Other examples of student assignments are:  One 
student per array; two students per array (observer and recorder); one student per 
coverboard + one recorder; two students per board (one observer, one recorder). 

2. Individual students can be assigned sites, arrays or individual coverboards for more 
than one sampling session within season or across years.  Alternatively, different 
students can be assigned to sites, arrays or coverboards across seasons and/or 
years. 

3. Observers and recorders may trade off assignments. 

 

B. Establishing sites. 

Sites are established because they may potentially harbor salamanders.   Salamanders 
may be known or suspected from the site at the time the site is identified, or else they may 
be expected in future as an outcome of restoration.  Sites should be coastal redwood, 
although coastal Douglas fir, coastal oak, coastal scrub, coastal bay laurel, and/or coastal 
riparian can also be the dominant habitat at any particular site. 

Sites should be located within a 2km2 area within a single jurisdiction, e.g. within a State 
Park, National Forest unit, private campground, or other such area.  Ideally the site should 
be sited such that all arrays share a common aspect, watershed and elevation. 

Data from sites can be used to make conclusions intrinsic to the site; to make 
comparisons across sites; or to assess a rangewide trend. 
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